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most city people have false notions about f amors, incluuing the eccentrics. 

Tonight ' 'TV news r ports the finding of cone thing over 0500,000 (l didn't gat the 
enact sun) buried in pil druse and otlio such containers on tl, far:., of liexma Babbitt z 
■populous, urbanizing, crime-ridden .-ont : /o:aery ^nn-rf-r. --hr- •• . e nf f i 1 <• 
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uck king famed and had regular bus!.. esc dealings dsn German, 


who never lo :ked as good as a self-respecting scarecrow should. 
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with neraan ana. his brother. Carroll had the fa .a to the west of ours. 
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ihe called rae out of the blue aoout three months ago iron whoro he Isas lived, for some year 


Florida, just to talk he 


fcer describing his new place ap*,l life down, there he 


asked ne if I intend to sell ray place. I told lain 1 would, he said he was uncertain if he 
would, probably wouldn t. Last week I ’.rent to see a real estate agent about it. I then 
learned that Carroll has had his farm listed there for some time, with the brother of 
another former partner in some deals nanea Eirscliberger. Cattle dealers are all this honest. } 
hell. Buck used to go down fro:.: his u edar drove place to Herman's on liuidays, after 
lailking-, to se if Herman han any stock he'd lilce or like to t ado for. Cnco the sub,; set 
of Herman came up, probably in laughing about some seaming eccentricity, an,, fuck told me 
this story. Whenever he got there, first tiling Herman would say is "Gotta chaw, fuck?" 

Buck always chewed, always had some and both knew that German always liad some in his overalls 
U never saw iiim in .-niything else, anywhere). Each ^unday Herman camgsd a mouthful iron: 

Buck, an-. I do mean full. Buck was anything but stingy, but ho was galled that a nan everyone 


tobacco. ,:ot some store- bougnten, some 
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tag of his con. hr brand, ~c 
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seat, Rockville, probably solid conservation. "Gotta 
H . went around to each an- every man in the office unabashedly asking each for a cigar. ..hen 
the last said as all other said, that he had none, Herman nonhhslantly said, "ball, reckon 
ah gotta smoke onuh mall own" , and he proceeded to. 

Carroll told me ti a story about Herman going to Indiana, to buy some stock. The man he 


was supuoseo. to 


ngurxng He'd come by train, went to the static 


eicoectea 


■German, there apparently not being too many trains and merman not laving telegrapneu wnen 
he’d arrive. One passenger train came and went, no Herman. Then there was a freight, as it 
slowed down in the station, Borman tolled out of the rods. 

That is one way he accumulated so much, not spending it. I imagine shady deals made 
most of it. And I'm by no means certain that the real reason lie had the money buried has 
no oiling "Co cio c.' zcnix 1 ear Os. •. icUCf.es cine . uaaieers ox* ox/nin^c o i’ o pe r ny v *ie o .TnecL Eiucri/o '..‘cis 
most likely so that the government couldn't make lin pay tales on it. 

Vhy he wanted so much money and worried about getting caught cheating the. government 
I can t imagine because he had no hears, nobody to ..worn to leave it. He doer: appear to 
have trusted bin lac/ye rs because after his death a week or so ago they got th- paper he 
loft for then ..ith an account of his own ixavsyard. 



